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W h y  B a p t i s m ?  

Belonging (v.) – to be attached or bound by birth, 
allegiance, or dependency, to be at home, FAMILY 

Baptism is a public affirmation that... 

n  I have a growing relationship with Jesus 

Infant Baptism is God’s claim of love and gift of Grace 

On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Act 19:5 

n  I belong to God’s Family 

“They are us”   “We are them” 

“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free” 1 Corinthians 12:13 

n  I have been called and commissioned by God 

“At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert.” Mark 1:12 

Baptism invites Questions 

  Am I ready to go public with my relationship with Jesus Christ? 

  Am I ready to be united with God’s Family? 

  Am I ready to serve where God calls, equips, and empowers me? 

 
Q: Why does First Church celebrate baptism?  

A: Baptism is a sacrament. In a sacrament, God uses common elements — in 
this case, water — as means or vehicles of divine grace. Baptism is 
administered by the church as the Body of Christ. It is the act of God through 
the grace of Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit.  

Q: Is there a difference between infant baptism & believer's baptism? 

A: In infant baptism, God claims the child with divine grace. Clearly the child 
can do nothing to save himself or herself, but is totally dependent on God's 
grace, as we all are — whatever our age. In believer's baptism, the person 
being baptized is publicly professing her or his own decision to accept Christ. 
Believer's baptism is an ordinance, not a sacrament. United Methodists 
baptize people of all ages who have not previously received the sacrament. 
Even when the people being baptized are believing adults and are ready to 
profess their faith, our emphasis is upon the gracious action of God rather 
than upon the individual's decision.  

Q: Isn't it better to wait until they are older and let our children decide 
for themselves whether or not they want to be baptized?  

A: No. We no more wait for our children to decide about being in the family of 
God than we wait for them to decide if they would like to be a part of our 
human family. As parents, we make many decisions — in matters of health, 
safety, education, for example — for our children. Of course, they may later 
reject what we have done for them. But, this possibility does not relieve us of 
the responsibility to do all that we can for them spiritually, as we do in other 
aspects of their lives. During confirmation as a young adult, the child will be 
asked publically whether they choose to accept or reject this gift. 

For more information on baptism, 
contact the church office: 304.375.6386 
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This is God’s Word for my life in this place and at this 
time. Today, I am a new creation in Christ, I am God’s 
very own, and I believe He has a purpose for my life. 

Matthew 3:13-17 (NIV) 
Matthew 3:13-17, 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John 
tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?"  

 15Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then John consented.  

 16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased." 

 
Luke 3 

The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus  
 21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 
was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  

 23Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He 
was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph,  
      the son of Heli, 24the son of Matthat,  
      the son of Levi, the son of Melki,  
      the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,  
    25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos,  

      the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,  
      the son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath,  
      the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein,  

 
Mark 1 

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus  
 9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from 
heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  

 12At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13and he was in the desert forty 
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels 
attended him. 

John 1 

 24Now some Pharisees who had been sent 25questioned him, "Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  

 26"I baptize with[i] water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not 
know. 27He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to untie."  

 28This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing.  

Jesus the Lamb of God  
 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I 
said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 
31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was 
that he might be revealed to Israel."  

 32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a 
dove and remain on him. 33I would not have known him, except that the one 
who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the 
Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34I 
have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=50&chapter=1&version=31&context=chapter#fen-NIV-26061i

