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MEETING GOD

I recently read a touching storygave her a hug. She gave himnursing home residents the
by an unknown author whose her biggest smile ever. Whenlove of God can break
simple words held profound the boy opened the door to his through the trappings of
i AATET Cc8 4 EA Andihauke aCsAok AirGe8later, their age or illness and re-
his mother was surprised by lease a longwaited joy. Cur-
x Atlte logk of joead) Hig face. Shewently, there are one and a
who wanted to meet God. He AOEAA EEI h C_) 7 E Wad millok fen @rid @vomari
knew it was a long trip to today that made you so in nursing homes throughout
where God lived, so he packedEAD D Ue & (A OAnD Uritell States 00 pek A A
his suitcase with Twinkies and1 O1 AE x EOE ' 1 Aeent of then® GevelAbhvEiaO A
a sixpack of root beer, and he his mother could respond, he visitor.

O4EAOA 11 AA

started his journey. When he AAAAAR 091 O ETTx xEAOe 3EASO
had gone about three blocks, got the most beautiful smile $1 1 60 x1 OOU AAI Of
he met an old woman. She[ = ” N ~ = *

was sitting in the park just|O 8 8 8 0 n b A OA A | O || /E

staring at some pigeons. The C) A O E A A T C) O

boy sat down next to her and

AOAO EAOA
opened his suitcase. He wa

about to take a drink from his ) 8 OA AOAO OAAT Aay. Sikpy tallEdbdudyiour OE A
root beer when he noticed old woman, also radiant with everyday activities or ask the
that the old lady looked hun- joy, returned to her home. Her person questions about his or
gry, so he offered her a Twin- son was stunned by the look of her family history, childhood
kie. She gratefully accepted it peace on her face; and he memories, work experiences,
and smiled at him. Her smileAOEAAR O- 1 OE A Ofor hebBids O EvénEttose thatO
was so pretty that the boy do today that made you so are not mentally alert can
wanted to see it again, so he EADPDPUed 3EA %&[ﬂﬂd Edlthehwarr@xh of & O A
offered her aroot beer. Once 4 xET EEAO ET OE Amie Aafugofa@EssuriigA 8 6
again, she smiled at him. TheBut before he son responded pat on the hand. A simple
boy was delighted! They sat OEA AAAAAR 091 m’:ayerEUefbre VOU Eaked 1©-
there all afternoon eating and much younger than | ex- minds residents that God is
smiling, but they never said aDAAOAAB 6 still with them. Before you
word. leave, ask for the names of

This month, consider going withsome residents to whom your
As it grew dark, the boy real- your small group on a trip to small group members can
ized how tired he was, and he meet God in a nursing homewrite. Encourage your group
got up to leave; but before he Psalm 71:17 say@$ 1 T | OmenAbarGdicontinue building

had gone more than a few me off in the time of old age; a relationship wigesident

steps, he turned around, ran do not forsake me when through letters and

back to the old woman, and | U OOOAT cshawing folloEAIE VSIS
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sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefull

by Kriss Bodnar, Program Ministry Chair
| want to tell the story of what the FUMC Ministry Teams
have accomplished this past year and what they dream of
accomplishing this year.
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/| 60 1 EOOEIT EAOA AO &EO0O0O
ETC A AEEEAOAT AABO 4EA b
AT ECT O xEOE OEEOS )y O EO
sources to intentionally and deliberately lead others to
#EOEOO80O il BOIl COAI O Al
teams are looked at through this len® What will this
activity do to lead others to Christ? Are we making disci

ples? Will this make a difference?

committed hearts; serving hands

I hope as | tell our story, it is your story, toe that you see stewards of all He gives us, including our passions, ou

yourself in this story because none of what we do is possi-ime, and our talents. When we give a tithe of our time
ble without your help. God calls each of us to be goodand talents, we make disciples and make a difference.

,—vﬂ‘
Ty, ©

state of the church j£Q  #EE] ADABCbristmésIPEGEadO [
i TQ #EEI A®ORIBVBS- ET EOOOP
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sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefull

(1) Evangelism Ministry

(2) Worship Ministry? 2009 Advent Decorations

(3) Visitation Ministry? 2009 Easter (Nursing Homes
(4) Hospitality Ministry

Tidings

Our story begins with the# () , $2%. 63 - ) .
TEAM) 1T AAOA Ui O EAOGAT 80 11 OEA/
#EOOAE 11 0A *A0ODOOSB #EEI AOAT

one child at a time, and they are making a difference in

I 00 AEEI AOAT 80 1 EOAOS 888 OE
Fairy Godmothe? no one comes in and waves a magic
xAT A AT A ObpiI T £Zn8 OEAOAS8O 30i
6" 3N OPI 1 £ OEAOAB8O A 1 AAOIET
PAT O AU EAOA x1 OEs8 &1 0 AOA
someone ordered the material, someone planned what

would happen, someone worked with the kids. For
AOGAOU O1 AAE OEAOGB6O OAOOAAR Ol
shopped for it, someone cut or chopped or stirred or

spread it, someone served it, and someone cleaned up
AEOAO EO xAO AiT1As &1 0 AGAOL
plans it, someone shops for the supplies, someone sorts

and prepares the supplies, someone sets up the tables

and chairs, someone works with the kids, and someone

Al AAT O O0b xEAT OEAUBOA Al T1TAS8
someone selects it, someone teaches it, someone ap-
plauds it. For every child who needs it, someone encour-

ages them, someone hugs them, someone praises them,

and someone puts the Banaid on their booboo.

The folks who serve God by mentoring children here at
First Church are a busy bunch. Everything they did last
year, they plan on doing again in 2010 and more! If you
have a passion for kids, if you see yourself becoming a
DAOO 1T &£# OEEO OO01 OUh AiT160

I £ OEA #EEI AOAT 80 -ET EOOOL
can help! (continued on page 4)
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sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefull

A new team this year is th€OMMUNICATIONS MINIS- LB A _ |
TRY TEAMhis team makes disciples and makes a differ-

ence by being sure the body of believers at First Church \

stays connected. They research, write, and prifidings

the church newsletter, both in print and odine. The up-
date and supply the Information Center and bulletin
boards. They make the slides and run the projector and
sound system during worship, and they assist all the
other ministry teams with information, publicity, and up
AAOGAO O1 OEA AT 1T COACAOQEIT
events; and they, too, have dreams of doing more in 2010
O0i OCAO OEA xIi OA 1006 O1 ¢
First Church is doing to encourage them to be disciples
and to make a difference in their lives. Once again, none
of this happens without planning, preparing, and hard

work. If you are a wordsmith, if you have computer State Of the ChurCh
to keep everyone connected, see Cyndy Goldsworthy and
tell her how you can help.

Another team new to First Church this year is tHeVAN-
GELISM MINISTRY TEAIyou are here, chances are
someone invited you or brought you to First Church.
Have you done the same for someone? This team seekf§f *
Oi Oi AEA AEOAEDPI A0 AT A | AEp.
equip the members at First Church to share our personal
00T OU T &£ "TABO x1 OE ET 1T O
and every story can touch and change a life. If you would
like to know more, see Brian or Saundra Boley, leaders of
the Evangelism Ministry Team.

TheHOSPITALITY MINISTRY TEA® a grand vision:

they strive to create at First Church a warm, friendly, and
comfortable place to celebrate life, grow in grace, and

share the love of God with friends, and neighbors. Our
Hospitality Ministry Team is one of the least recognized
teams in our church, which is a kind of backhanded com-
pliment. It means thay they do their job so well it is seam-
less and invisible, as if no one is doing it at all. But that is
definitely not the case. Someone is making the coffee,
setting up tables and chairs, shopping for food, supplying
the kitchen, training the greeters, organizing fellowship

meals, hosting conferences, sending cards and letters, | . —ae

planning receptions, cooking, decorating, cleaning up, 7”@@"&9_(‘onfnngz_‘oﬂc_zzs’s :

too. And someone keeps the bathrooms supplied and o N o o

mints and cough drops out to make us and our guests DOAZAO O AT 1 A0 OAAEET A
I

feel at home and welcome. This team also has dreams% AT OT T h (1 Of) EOA
for 2010. If you have a passion for hospitality, if you | AU AO "1 A6 O E
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TheVISITATION MINISTRY TEA#M true labor of love,
AOPAAEAI T U A O "TA3O Al AAO
filled with compassion and empathy, an ear for listening,
and a hand eager to hold and comfort, you are equipped
to be a part of the Visitation Ministry. This team makes a
huge difference in the lives of our most oftediorgotten
disciples? those are home bound or now living in as-
sisted-care facilities. In 2010, this team hopes to grow in
number so that it can serve more people. If you are willing
to offer the gifts of your time and your heart to someone
who will indeed bless you in return, contact Marilyn
Croucher, the leader of the Visitation Ministry Team.

The WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAMN another team that

Our MISSIONS MINISTRY TEAMthe organizing AT AO A 1 AOCA AITO1 O T & EOO
force and support behind fundraising efforts for the Once again, someone has to put up the banners, prepare
local and global ministries FUMC supports. Last yearthe bulletins, decorate the sanctuary seasonally, and over-
we made a difference in Liberia by equipping two clin- S€€ weddings and funerals. Someone has to plan the mu-
ics with solar power so that the doctors could refrig- SIi¢ and prepare special worship events such as healing
erate medicines; in Nicaragua, by funding a medicalServices and those on Christmas Eve, Good Friday, and
clinic for one year; in Williamstown, by housing and Easter. The Worship Ministry Team meets regularly and
supporting Hearts and Hands Ministry; and in our faith works tirelessly to create worship opportunities that en-

lives, by supporting the youtded Advent Conspiracy courage and enable our spiritual growth. If you have
effort. ideas to share and if working behind the scenes is your

style, talk with Pastor Steve to offer your help
In addition to publicizing and raising monies for these
continuing missions and others , the newly reforming Last but certainly not east is theYOUTH MINISTRIES
Missions Team hopes in 2010 to help each of us getfEAM. You remember the children we started with who
our hands and feet moving doing local mission work love Jesus? In a few short years, they become teenagers
and possibly participating in a mission trip as well. If who love Jesus; they also are warriors in the battleground
Ul 60 PAOO T &£ &EOOO #EOOME&JescénCe. CHVeryEddy theA 1@ad EHe Challeriged of A

AE

U

OAOOET ¢ OOEA 1 AAOGO 1 &£ OE#adding §rm @ Ah&ir faitih @hiteUtrying itocgnhakkeha diffek-A A A O

of the Missions Ministry Team. ence among their friends and in the world. Our teens are
passionate about leading others to Christ. The Youth Min-
The PRAYER MINISTRY TEASVA team that every- istry Team encourages and equips our teens in and for
one can and should serve on because it is the mostthat effort. Again, for every lesson that is taught, some-
important team of all. All of the other teams need to 0One has to prepare it; for every struggle that is faced,
be undergirded and supported by prayers. Every pro- Someone is there to guide our teens through Christ
gram, every event, every activity, every worship ser- centered problem solving; and every time they act like a
vice along with Pastor Steve, every team minister, te€nager, someone is there to give them unconditional
every member of and visitor to First Church as well as!ove, every time they act silly, someone is there to laugh
the seeking searching, and Lost are prayed for bywith them, and every time their spirit is crushed, someone
members of this team. This team also organizes is there to teach them how, through faith, to cope. If you
prayer partners and prayer vigils for events such as* AT 0 01 00O Ui O0O0AT £ ET 100

0

OEA Ui OOEEO DAOOEAEDAOEI| Webg jeadg pfihe YogiAMidstyi TRameg A OOE OAT Al

OEA OEOEOAOEIT 1T A& OEA 308 *AiAOGE -EOOEITO 4AAI AEOII
Tampa, FL. Join the story and let Cyndy GoldsworthyOur story is ongoing, and each of you has a part to play in

know how you would like to help the Prayer Ministry it. Search your heart to find your passion and then choose
Team. Ol O1 EOA ET #EOEOO AT A 11 0OA

A A
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FEBRUARY USHERS

9 am BLENDED SERVICE -
Brian & Fred Burge .
Steve Bodnar I

11 am TRADITIONAL SERVICE

February 7
Fred Dearman, Wayne King, Jeff & Pam
Middleton, Charles Pickens, Warren
Epperly (WA)
February 14
Rick Blauvelt, Larry & Marilyn Croucherp
Joe Hutchinson, Tim Sayer "
February 21 I
Wes Clarke, Gene Duncan, Karen
Fenton (WA) -
February 28 .
Rex Bush, Ken Cox, Chris Henderhan,
Jim Schmidt, Bob Woodford I

[ S

remembrance of
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES [Philippians 1:3]
SUNDAY
Choir, 6 pm e Em Em EE EE EE o EE EE EE EE Em ==
IHS Youth, 6 pm | |
MONDAYFRIDAY FEBRUARY ACOLYTES
Walking, 8:30 am I 9.am Blended Service |
MONDAY¥THURSDAY | February 7:Liz Sexton I
Learning Center, 9 am I February 14: Amanda Webb I
MONDAY February 21:Elissa Erb
Girl Scouts, 3 pm | February 28:1sabelle Erb I
Boy Scouts, 6:30 pm | 11 am Traditional Service I
TUESDAY February 7:Andy Boley & Joshua Erb
Bells, 6:30 pm I February 14:Allison & Emily Pickering I
Hasty Small Group, 5:30 pm I February 21:Ben Demhlow & Corey McClung |
WEDNESDAY February 28illian Leo & Bryce Sayre
771 AT 80 " EAI A 3:(_‘)(”)AUH V4YP Al :

page 6

SAY APRAYER &

SEND A CARD
God u

i t hank

DATES TO REMEMBER

FEBRUARY 1:UMW Executive Meeting, 1 pm

Program Leadership Meeting, 7 pm

Trustees Meeting, 7 pm
FEBRUARY 4:Faithgirlz, 3 pm
FEBRUARY 5:Senior Luncheon, 12 pm
FEBRUARY 6:Suzuki Violin, 10 am
FEBRUARY 8:Judy Geary Group 5 pm

Girl Scout Troop 5527, 6 pm
FEBRUARY9# EEI1 AOAT 80 - ET EOO(
FEBRUARY 1@hurch Council 6:30 pm
FEBRUARY 1Tub Scout Meeting, 6pm
FEBRUARY 12Cub Scout Lockn 5 pm

0AOAT 680 . EGCEO
FEBRUARY 18&aithgirlz, 3 pm
FEBRUARY 2@ ommunity Breakfast, 8 am

Suzuki Violin, 10 am
FEBRUARY 21Girl Scout Thinking Day 2 pm
FEBRUARY 22Ztudy Geary Group 5 pm

Girl Scout Troop 5527
FEBRUARY 243arah Circle 7:45 pm
FEBRUARY 2%ary Martha Circle, 1 pm

Esther Ruth Circle, 1:30 pm

Cub Scouts 6 pm
FEBRUARY 2TTommunity Breakfast 8 am
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SAY APRAYER &

SEND A CARD
il thank God up|
remembrance of

[Philippians 1:3]

Young at Heart
Luncheon

~

Friday, February 5, 12 pm

#1 1 Ah AA1T AAOAOA 6A1 AT OEIT
a comfort-food dinner including meatloaf, scallope
potatoes, and baked beans. A program of familiar
OEA xEI1l AA POT OEAAA AU
Musettes.
xAAOEAOh OEA 101 AEATT xH§
ing for you, eager to share the warmth of fellowshig
and good food with you.

Please bring a vegetable or salad dish.

FEBRUARY GREETERS

9 am Blended Service

Fred & Marilyn Burge (CH)
Betty Skiver (PLH)
Jack Skiver (PLD)
11 am Traditional Service
Jessie Boley (WA)
Pam Middleton (FSD)
Shirley Morris (PLH)
Karen Nicewarner (PLD)

Pat Waybright (CH)

R |

d
In the event of school closings due to bd4d
I

Tidings

HOSPITALIZED
Elouis Blouir Elma Boyd
Mahlon Fauss Craig Fenton
Joe Hutchinson Jeff Middleton
Dolly Palmer

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES

February 1: Katelyn Delaney
Connor Erb
Melanie See
Wayne & Janet King
February 3: Don & Linda Riddle
Als o shebruarggBeteBall 4 £FoE AT A0 AT A
Cathy Male
February 5: Bill Cieslewski
7EI T EAI O@ntanstaplé | AT 30 #1
Larry & Marilyn Croucher
A AFebrédnpeh ikdidcox 7 A8 I
Faith Constable
February 7: Lois Fenton
February 9: Layla Constable
February 12:Teresa Martin
Becky Moore
February 13:virginia Johnson
Clarke Stephan
February 14:Joshua Constable
February 16:Linda Altmann
Kiley Wilfong
February 20:Robert Laird
Brennon Watt

February 22shirley Stoveken
Missy Varner

February 24:Randy Gates
February 25:Kianna Anderson
February 26: David Roberts
February 28:Don Riddle

February 2 :

QE A OA

I AA

I 1T EZ



Issue 724 page 8

serve God purposefully

0! TAx AITTTATA ) CEOA Uil
loved you, so you must love one another. By this all me
will know that you are My disciples, if you love one an
I OE fdhb 13:385].

Nicaragua Christmas Project mission trip
Real people with real hurts receiving real help

My sixth annual Nicaragua Christmas Project mission trip was as exciting and inspiring as each of the previous
The children and the adults at the Sandino Church welcomed us with enthusiasm and gratitude. This young chur
very much alive and excited about their work in a very poor suburb of the Nicaraguan capitol of Managua.

yl OEA AAOI U zVYYP&Oh OEA 7A00mmm CVW ’_ o o
headed the construction of a church in Sandino. Since that ti
West Virginia Methodist volunteers have returned annually to co
tinue the development of the facility through the addition of a
educational building, indoor plumbing, and a medical clinic facili
But more importantly, these teams of volunteers have given t
Sandino congregation hope and nurture through their infusions ¢
funds and their expressions of love and concern for this congreg
tion and their community.

Sandino residents face some real needs and issues such as al
poverty, inadequate medical care, primitive water and sanita<%
sewage facilities, dirt roads intermittent electrical service and bas
security services. They also face the uncertainties of a new ch
congregation with limited resources and history and inexperienced leadership new to the concepts of worship, chur
school, and mission service to the community.

The annual mission team (this year nine people from three churches) visits have given the congregation and its lea
ship hope and encouragement each year, demonstrating to them that there are caring and compassionate broth
and sisters in another country who love and care for them and who are willing to demonstrate their love and ca
through the giving of funds, time, and talents.

Our congregation has been supporting this mission effort for six years. In 2009, funding in excess of $2900 was
vided through your generous contributions to and support of the annual church yard sale. The bulk of our funds w
used to insure that in 2010 free medical services will be provided to needy community residents. $1800 will be use
pay the salary of a doctor (for an entire year!!!) who will be at the church clinic three days a week to provide wee
exams and medical care for fifty to sixty people. Additional funds were left to purchase medicine, baby formula, a
needed equipment for the patients and clinic staff. The remainder of the funds from our church will be used for co
munity youth basketball and soccer programs under the supervision of one of the Sandino church members who h
passion for outreach and youth sports.

Real people with real hurts are being prowded real help through your. generosﬂy Thank you for supportlng the Nical
guan Christmas projece UT O AOA O AEET ¢ AEOAEDPI AO AT A T AEET C A A

Please continue to support this project and consider the possibility of being a part of the 2010 mission team this Ch
mas.

Richard Barnard
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5 0) xAO EOT COU AT A Ui O CAOGA - A A
Share GOdjony//)/ Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in; | was naked and
Ui & AT TOGEAA -An ) xAO [Oathdew AT A
25:38].

The prayer had been written. Pastor Steve had written it. The prayer was read. Pastor Steve read it so that all in both

OAOOGEAAO AT OI A EAAOS -ETAO ETAx T &£ OEA AAOAOOOI PEAR A
iTA AT1 O0EAO8s *ATTEAAO &ATOI 1T 1 AATAA A OxAOA AT A xEEO
Of Ai1 OT EAAR O, ACB® A OOAERA ARAHIDE AATITAE (AEOES8OG 4EA EAAC

weeks later, the dream became a reality.

Within the first half hour, more than one hundred church and community
members had sampled the chilies and desserts made by those men and
xI T AT xETh 1TEEA *AT1TEZAOR OEI OCEOh O)
OAEOA 11TTAU &£ O 1T O000AI OGAO xEAT OEEO
when the evening ended well after the suggested 7 pmij, First Church and the
Williamstown community had raised $1,471.25. The money will be sent to UM-
COR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), which will channel 100% of the
donations to numerous projects designed to help those in Haiti suffering and
seeking hope following the devastating 7.0 earthquake. Fourteen traditional
tomato-based chilies were shared with the tasters along with nine alternative white, chicken, venison, etc? chilies
AT A AROOAOOO AT GAOET ¢ OEOAA OAAI AOs8 O#AO0O0I T ETTx0O OEAQ
"AOU 7EI &£Z1C¢C OAEA 1T &£ EEO xEZZEAS O0) OEETE OEEO EO A COAA
entry fee, and the cost of admission was a fregill offering contributed by those who came to sample and then vote
for their favorite dessert and their favorite chile T T A T £ xEEAE xAO $AOEA &A1:0ih1 80 .
each of the two categories.

| AAT OAET C OF 0AOGOI O 30AOAR O4EA Al 1 COA Gohbd Hdnatidhsh eofié O A A /
really came out for this, and | think this was a good way for us to join together as a congregation and community to
EAI D (AEOQOES A4EA OI OEIi ¢ 11 OEA AEEIEAO AT A OEA AAOGOGAO0OO

chili cook \-off,raig,es $1,47%.25’f0r Haiti - _ - )
O4EEO xAO A&£0InN I AOC6O A

Although organized by the Hospitality Team, the coek ££ x A0 06001 U 116 111U A 1AATO
OAOEAO AT A AA OAOOAARG A@ife akidty thah flled Ane MUEIAUEPASE Rodrh with mich E O O C
laughter; feelings of doing something to help others; fellowship with friends and faces never seen in First Church be-

Al OAn AT A AT i1 AT OO 1 EEARh O4EEO EO O 1 OAE &£0In AAT xA A

Those attending, signed a large copy of the prayer for Haiti and readily signed up to participate in a veed prayer

vigil for everyone in Haiti including not only the Haitians but also the doctors,
nurses, rescuer® man and dog? and those mourning the loss of friends,
AATET U | Al AROOR AAT 11T x AT O1 6oUui AT AT A

UMCOR is providing emergency grants to the Methodist Church in Haiti and
GlobalMedic to provide clean drinking water, treatment for severe diarrhea,

and medical attention to those in need. The ngprofit organization is also
{OOPDPT OOET ¢ "1 1T AAl -AAEAGO AAPI T UI AT O 1T ¢/
§ doctors to minister to the sick and injured.

(pictures shown here and on page 12 were taken by Baoru Ma)




