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PASSIONATELY  
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SCHOOL  

(10 am) 
 

 

 

open hearts 

open minds 

open doors 

I recently read a touching story 

by an unknown author whose 
simple words held profound 
ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÒÅÁÄÓȣ 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÏÙ 
who wanted to meet God.  He 
knew it was a long trip to 
where God lived, so he packed 
his suitcase with Twinkies and 
a six-pack of root beer, and he 
started his journey.  When he 
had gone about three blocks, 
he met an old woman.  She 
was sitting in the park just 
staring at some pigeons.  The 
boy sat down next to her and 
opened his suitcase.  He was 
about to take a drink from his 
root beer when he noticed 
that the old lady looked hun-
gry, so he offered her a Twin-
kie.  She gratefully accepted it 
and smiled at him.  Her smile 
was so pretty that the boy 
wanted to see it again, so he 
offered her a root beer.  Once 
again, she smiled  at him.  The 
boy was delighted!  They sat 
there all afternoon eating and 
smiling, but they never said a 
word. 
 
As it grew dark, the boy real-
ized how tired he was, and he 
got up to leave; but before he 
had gone more than a few 
steps, he turned around, ran 
back  to   the  old woman,  and   

gave her a hug.  She gave him 
her biggest smile ever.  When 
the boy opened the door to his 
own house a short time later, 
his mother was surprised by 
the look of joy on his face.  She 
ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ 
today that made you so 
ÈÁÐÐÙȩȱ  (Å ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ) ÈÁÄ 
ÌÕÎÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȢȱ  "ÕÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
his mother could respond, he 
ÁÄÄÅÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔȩ  3ÈÅȭÓ 
got the most beautiful smile 

)ȭÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÅÅÎȦȱ -ÅÁÎ×ÈÉÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ  
old woman, also radiant with 
joy, returned to her home.  Her 
son was stunned by the look of 
peace on her face; and he 
ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ-ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ 
do today that made you so 
ÈÁÐÐÙȩȱ  3ÈÅ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ) ÁÔÅ 
4×ÉÎËÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒË ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȢȱ  
But before he son responded 
ÓÈÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÈÅȭÓ 
much younger than I ex-
ÐÅÃÔÅÄȢȱ 
 
This month, consider going with 
your small group on a trip to 
meet God in a nursing home.  
Psalm 71:17 says, Ȱ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÃÁÓÔ 
me  off  in  the time  of old  age; 
do not forsake me when         
ÍÙ  ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈ    ÆÁÉÌÓȢȱ     Showing   

nursing home residents the 
love of God can break 
through the trappings of 
their age or illness and re-
lease a long-awaited joy.  Cur-
rently, there are one and a 
half million men and women 
in nursing homes throughout 
the United States ɂ 60 per-
cent of them never have a 
visitor. 
 
$ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ 

say.  Simply talk about your 
everyday activities or ask the 
person questions about his or 
her family history, childhood 
memories, work experiences, 
or hobbies.  Even those that 
are not mentally alert can 
respond to the warmth of a 
smile  or a hug or a reassuring 
pat on the hand.  A simple 
prayer before you leave re-
minds residents that God is 
still with them.  Before you 
leave, ask for the names of 
some residents to whom your 
small group members can 
write.  Encourage your group 
member to continue building 
a relationship with a resident 
through letters     and        
follow-up visits. 
 
 

 Sharing the stories of life-changing ministries 

            ȰȢȢȢÓÈÅȭÓ ÇÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÓÍÉÌÅȣȦȱ 

                 MEETING GOD  

ȰȢȢȢδή ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÈÏÍÅ   
ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒȢȱ  
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I hope as I tell our story, it is your story, too ɂ that you see 

yourself in this story because none of what we do is possi-
ble  without  your  help.  God  calls  each  of  us to be  good   

stewards of all He gives us, including our passions, our 
time, and our talents.  When we give a tithe of our time 
and talents, we  make disciples and make a difference.   

    ɉΣɊ  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ɂ 2009 Christmas Pageant 
    ɉΤɊ  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ɂ 2009 VBS 
    (3)  Hospitality Ministry ɂ 2009 Seder 

    (1) 

  (2)   (3) 

              committed  hearts; serving  hands 

    state of the church  
2009ɂ2010  

                     by Kriss Bodnar, Program Ministry Chair 
I want to tell the story of what the FUMC Ministry Teams 
have accomplished this past year and what they dream of 
accomplishing this year. 
 
/ÕÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ Ȱ-ÁËÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȟ ÍÁËȤ
ÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÅÁÍÓȭ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
ÁÌÉÇÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ȰÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÇÉÆÔÓȟ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅȤ
sources to intentionally and deliberately lead others to 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ  !ÌÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ 
teams are looked at through this lens ɂ What will this 
activity do to lead others to Christ?  Are we making disci-
ples?  Will this make a difference? 

 sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefully 
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  (1)  Evangelism Ministry 
  (2)  Worship Ministry ɂ 2009 Advent Decorations 
  (3)  Visitation Ministry ɂ 2009 Easter  (Nursing Homes) 
  (4)  Hospitality Ministry 

 (1) 

   (2) 

  (3) 

  (4) 

Our story begins with the #(),$2%.ȭ3 -).)3429 
TEAM )Î ÃÁÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ 

#ÈÕÒÃÈ ÌÏÖÅ *ÅÓÕÓȢ  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÔÅÁÍ ÉÓ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ 
one child at a time, and they are making a difference in 
ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  ȢȢȢÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 
Fairy Godmotherɂ no one comes in and waves a magic 
×ÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ȬÐÏÏÆȟȭ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȠ ȬÐÏÏÆȟȭ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ 
6"3Ƞ ȬÐÏÏÆȭ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȢ  !ÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÐȤ
ÐÅÎÓ ÂÙ ÈÁÒÄ ×ÏÒËȢ  &ÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÁÕÇÈÔȟ 
someone ordered the material, someone planned what 
would happen, someone worked with the kids.  For 
ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÎÁÃË ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄȟ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ ÉÔȟ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ 
shopped for it, someone cut or chopped or stirred or 
spread it, someone served it, and someone cleaned up 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÎÅȢ  &ÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÒÁÆÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÁÄÅȟ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ 
plans it, someone shops for the supplies, someone sorts 
and prepares the supplies, someone sets up the tables 
and chairs, someone works with the kids, and someone 
ÃÌÅÁÎÓ ÕÐ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÄÏÎÅȢ  &ÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÏÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÉÎÇȟ 
someone selects it, someone teaches it, someone ap-
plauds it.  For every child who needs it, someone encour-
ages them, someone hugs them, someone praises them, 
and someone puts the Band-aid on their boo-boo.   
 
The folks who serve God by mentoring children here at 
First Church are a busy bunch.  Everything they did last 
year, they plan on doing again in 2010 and more!  If you 
have a passion for kids, if you see yourself becoming a 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÆÏÒ +ÉÁÎÎÁ !ÎÄÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 4ÅÁÍȟ ÔÏ ÁÓËȢ  4ÅÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ 
can help!                                                   (continued on page 4) 

 sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefully 
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A new team this year is the COMMUNICATIONS MINIS-
TRY TEAM This team makes disciples and makes a differ-

ence by being sure the body of believers at First Church 
stays connected.  They research, write, and print Tidings, 
the church newsletter, both in print and on-line.  The up-
date and supply the Information Center and bulletin 
boards.  They make the slides and run the projector and 
sound system during worship, and they assist all the 
other ministry teams with information, publicity, and up-
ÄÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÅÁÍÓȭ 
events; and they, too, have dreams of doing more in 2010 
ÔÏ ȰÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÕÔȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ 
First Church is doing to encourage them to be disciples 
and to make a difference in their lives.  Once again, none 
of this happens without planning, preparing, and hard 
work.  If you are a word-smith, if you have computer 
ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ ÏÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ȰÎÏÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÎÅ×Óȱ ÁÎÄ Á ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ 
to keep everyone connected, see Cyndy Goldsworthy and 
tell her how you can help. 
 

Another team new to First Church this year is the EVAN-
GELISM MINISTRY TEAM If you are here, chances are 

someone invited you or brought you to First Church.  
Have you done the same for someone?  This team seeks 
ÔÏ ȰÍÁËÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȱ ÂÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
equip the members at First Church to share our personal 
ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÓÔÏÒÙȟ 
and every story can touch and change a life.  If you would 
like to know more, see Brian or Saundra Boley, leaders of 
the Evangelism Ministry Team. 
 

The HOSPITALITY MINISTRY TEAM has a grand vision: 

they strive to create at First Church a warm, friendly, and 
comfortable place to celebrate life, grow in grace, and 
share the love of God with friends, and neighbors.  Our 
Hospitality Ministry Team is one of the least recognized 
teams in our church, which is a kind of backhanded com-
pliment.  It means thay they do their job so well it is seam-
less and invisible, as if no one is doing it at all.  But that is 
definitely not the case.  Someone is making the coffee, 
setting up tables and chairs, shopping for food, supplying 
the kitchen, training the greeters, organizing fellowship 
meals, hosting conferences, sending cards and letters, 
planning receptions, cooking, decorating, cleaning up, 
too.  And someone keeps the bathrooms supplied and 
mints and cough drops out to make us and our guests 
feel at home and welcome.  This  team also has dreams 
for  2010.   If  you  have   a  passion  for  hospitality,  if  you  
 

ÐÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÄÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ȬÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÅÎÅÓȭ ×ÏÒËȟ ÓÅÅ *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ 
&ÅÎÔÏÎȟ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ 4ÅÁÍ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ȰÔÈÅ 
"ÏÄÙ ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÅÔȢȱ 

  state of the church  

 sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefully 
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The VISITATION MINISTRY TEAM is a true labor of love, 

ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÌÄÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÈÅÁÒÔ 
filled with compassion and empathy, an ear for listening, 
and a hand eager to hold and comfort, you are equipped 
to be a part of the Visitation Ministry.  This team makes a 
huge difference in the lives of our most often-forgotten 
disciples ɂ those are home bound or now living in as-
sisted-care facilities.  In 2010, this team hopes to grow in 
number so that it can serve more people.  If you are willing 
to offer the gifts of your time and your heart to someone 
who will indeed bless you in return, contact Marilyn 
Croucher, the leader of the Visitation Ministry Team. 
 

The WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM is another team that 

ÄÏÅÓ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ  ÉÔÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ȰÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÅÎÅÓȢȱ 
Once again, someone has to put up the banners, prepare 
the bulletins, decorate the sanctuary seasonally, and over-
see weddings and funerals.  Someone has to plan the mu-
sic and prepare special worship events such as healing 
services and those on Christmas Eve, Good Friday, and 
Easter.  The Worship Ministry Team meets regularly and 
works tirelessly to create worship opportunities that en-
courage and enable our  spiritual growth.  If you have 
ideas to share and if working behind the scenes is your 
style, talk with Pastor Steve to offer your help 
 

Last but certainly not east is the YOUTH MINISTRIES 
TEAM.  You remember the children we started with who 

love Jesus?  In a few short years, they become teenagers 
who love Jesus; they also are warriors in the battleground 
of adolescence.  Every day they face the challenge of 
standing firm in their faith while trying to make a differ-
ence among their friends and in  the world.  Our teens are 
passionate about leading others to Christ.  The Youth Min-
istry Team encourages and equips our teens in and for  
that effort.  Again, for every lesson that is taught, some-
one has to prepare it; for every struggle that is faced, 
someone is there to guide our teens through Christ-
centered problem solving; and every time they act like a 
teenager, someone is there to give them unconditional 
love, every time they act silly, someone is there to laugh 
with them, and every time their spirit is crushed, someone 
is there to teach them how, through faith, to cope.  If you 
×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÔÅÅÎÁÇÅÒÓȭ ÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ *ÏÅ 
Webb, leader of the Youth Ministry Team. 
 
Our story is ongoing, and each of you has a part to play in 
it.  Search your heart to find your passion and then choose 
ÔÏ ȰÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȢȱ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our MISSIONS MINISTRY TEAM is the organizing 

force and support behind fundraising efforts for the 
local and global ministries FUMC supports.  Last year 
we made a difference in Liberia by equipping two clin-
ics with solar power so that the doctors could refrig-
erate medicines; in Nicaragua, by funding a medical 
clinic for one year; in Williamstown, by housing and 
supporting Hearts and Hands Ministry; and in our faith 
lives, by supporting the youth-led Advent Conspiracy 
effort.  
 
In addition to publicizing and raising monies for these 
continuing missions and others , the newly reforming 
Missions Team hopes in 2010 to help each of us get 
our hands and feet moving doing local mission work 
and possibly participating in a mission trip as well.  If 
ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ &ÉÒÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ 'ÏÄ ÂÙ 
ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅȟȱ ÓÅÅ #ÁÔÈÙ %ÎÇÌÅȟ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ 
of the Missions Ministry Team.  
 

The PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM is a team that every-

one can and should serve on because it is the most 
important team of all.  All of the other teams need to 
be undergirded and supported by prayers.  Every pro-
gram, every event, every activity, every worship ser-
vice along with Pastor Steve, every team minister, 
every member of and visitor to First Church as well as 
the seeking searching, and Lost are prayed for by 
members of this team.  This team also organizes 
prayer partners and prayer vigils for events such as 
ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ *ÁÍÅÓȭ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ 4ÅÁÍ ÆÒÏÍ 
Tampa, FL.  Join the story and let Cyndy Goldsworthy 
know how you would like to help the Prayer Ministry 
Team.  

sense God personally, seek God passionately, serve God purposefully 
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                           FEBRUARY ACOLYTES 
      9 am Blended Service 
    February 7:  Liz Sexton   
    February 14:   Amanda Webb 
    February 21:   Elissa Erb 
    February 28:  Isabelle Erb 

         11 am Traditional Service 
    February 7: Andy Boley & Joshua Erb 

    February 14:  Allison & Emily Pickering 

    February 21:  Ben Demhlow & Corey McClung 

    February 28: Jillian Leo & Bryce Sayre 

     

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
   SUNDAY        

         Choir, 6 pm 
            IHS Youth, 6 pm 
  MONDAY-FRIDAY  

         Walking, 8:30 am 
  MONDAY-THURSDAY  

         Learning Center, 9 am 
  MONDAY 
           Girl Scouts, 3 pm 
           Boy Scouts, 6:30 pm 
  TUESDAY 
           Bells, 6:30 pm 
         Hasty Small Group, 5:30 pm 
  WEDNESDAY 
           7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙȟ ΫȡΥΡ ÁÍ  

                     DATES TO REMEMBER 
     FEBRUARY 1:     UMW Executive Meeting, 1 pm 
                                     Program Leadership Meeting, 7 pm 
      Trustees Meeting, 7 pm 
       FEBRUARY 4:    Faithgirlz, 3 pm   
       FEBRUARY 5:    Senior Luncheon, 12 pm    
       FEBRUARY 6:    Suzuki Violin, 10 am 
       FEBRUARY 8:    Judy Geary Group 5 pm 
                     Girl Scout Troop 5527, 6 pm 
       FEBRUARY 9:    #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ Χ ÐÍ 
       FEBRUARY 10:  Church Council 6:30 pm 
       FEBRUARY 11:   Cub Scout Meeting, 6pm 
      FEBRUARY 12:   Cub Scout Lock-In 5 pm 
                                     0ÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ .ÉÇÈÔ /ÕÔ Χ ÐÍ  
      FEBRUARY 18:   Faithgirlz, 3 pm 
       FEBRUARY 20:  Community Breakfast, 8 am 
                                     Suzuki Violin, 10 am 
      FEBRUARY 21:   Girl Scout Thinking Day 2 pm 
       FEBRUARY 22:  Judy Geary Group 5 pm 
                                     Girl Scout Troop 5527 
      FEBRUARY 24:  Sarah Circle 7:45 pm 
       FEBRUARY 25:  Mary Martha Circle, 1 pm 
                                     Esther Ruth Circle, 1:30 pm 
                              Cub Scouts 6 pm  
     FEBRUARY 27:  Community Breakfast 8 am 

                  

                     
                    FEBRUARY USHERS 
  9 am BLENDED SERVICE 
 Brian & Fred Burge 
 Steve Bodnar 

   11 am TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
 February 7 
      Fred Dearman, Wayne King, Jeff & Pam 
                       Middleton, Charles Pickens, Warren 
                       Epperly (WA) 

 February 14 
        Rick Blauvelt, Larry & Marilyn Croucher, 
                       Joe Hutchinson, Tim Sayer 

 February 21 
      Wes Clarke, Gene Duncan, Karen  
                       Fenton  (WA) 

 February 28 
      Rex Bush, Ken Cox, Chris Henderhan, 
        Jim Schmidt, Bob Woodford 

 

                     SAY A PRAYER & 
               SEND A CARD  
         ñI thank God upon every 
                         remembrance of you.ò 
             [Philippians 1:3] 

    sense God personally 
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#ÏÍÅȟ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÏÏÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ 
a comfort-food dinner including meatloaf, scalloped 
potatoes, and baked beans.  A program of familiar mu-
ÓÉÃ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓÔÏ×Î 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂ 
Musettes.  In the event of school closings due to bad 
×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÁÎÃÅÌÅÄȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËȤ
ing for you, eager to share the warmth of fellowship 
and good food with you. 
  
                  Please bring a vegetable or salad dish.   

                            
                           HOSPITALIZED 
           Elouis Blouir             Elma Boyd            
              Mahlon Fauss             Craig Fenton 
              Joe Hutchinson                  Jeff Middleton 
                                     Dolly Palmer 

              
 
            BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 February 1:    Katelyn Delaney 

                                                Connor Erb    
 February 2 :   Melanie See 

                                                Wayne & Janet King 

 February 3:   Don & Linda Riddle 

  February 4:   Betty Ball 

                                                Cathy Male 

   February 5:    Bill Cieslewski 

                                                Kent Constable 
                                                Larry & Marilyn Croucher 

       February 6:   Katie Cox 

                                                Faith Constable 

        February 7:   Lois Fenton 

             February 9:   Layla Constable 

             February 12:  Teresa Martin 

                                                Becky Moore 

          February 13:  Virginia Johnson 

                                                Clarke Stephan 

          February 14:  Joshua Constable 

            February 16:  Linda Altmann 

                                                Kiley Wilfong 

          February 20: Robert Laird  

                                                Brennon Watt 

          February 22: Shirley Stoveken 

                                                Missy Varner 

          February 24: Randy Gates 

            February 25:  Kianna Anderson 

            February 26:  David Roberts 

               February 28:  Don Riddle 

 
          
                                            

     sense God personally 

     SAY A PRAYER & 

       SEND A CARD 
  ñI thank God upon every 
     remembrance of you.ò 
              [Philippians 1:3] 

                     Tidings 

   
  Young at Heart  
        Luncheon 
  Friday, February 5,  12 pm 

                      
 

       FEBRUARY GREETERS 
 
      9 am Blended Service 
        Fred & Marilyn Burge  (CH) 
        Betty Skiver    (PLH) 
          Jack Skiver    (PLD) 
 

       11 am Traditional Service 
        Jessie Boley    (WA) 
          Pam Middleton   (FSD) 
          Shirley Morris   (PLH) 
          Karen Nicewarner   (PLD) 
          Pat Waybright   (CH) 
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       serve God purposefully 
Ȱ! ÎÅ× ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ) ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕȡ ,ÏÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢ  !Ó ) ÈÁÖÅ 
loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men 
will know that you are My disciples, if you love one an-
ÏÔÈÅÒȱ [John 13:34-35]. 

  

                                                                             Nicaragua Christmas Project mission trip 

  Real people with real hurts receiving real help  
 
My sixth annual Nicaragua Christmas Project mission trip was as exciting and inspiring as each of the previous ones.  
The children and the adults at the Sandino Church welcomed us with enthusiasm and gratitude.  This young church is 
very much alive and excited about their work in a very poor suburb of the Nicaraguan capitol of Managua. 
 
)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΣΫΫΡȭÓȟ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ  ÓÐÅÁÒȤ
headed the construction of a church in Sandino.  Since that time, 
West Virginia Methodist volunteers have returned annually to con-
tinue the development of the facility through the addition of an 
educational building, indoor plumbing, and a medical clinic facility.  
But more importantly, these teams of volunteers have given the 
Sandino congregation hope and nurture through their infusions of 
funds and their expressions of love and concern for this congrega-
tion and their community. 
 
Sandino residents face some real needs and issues such as abject 
poverty, inadequate medical care, primitive water and sanitary 
sewage facilities, dirt roads intermittent electrical service and basic 
security services.  They also face the uncertainties of a new church 
congregation with limited resources and history and inexperienced leadership new to the concepts of worship, church 
school, and mission service to the community. 

 
The annual mission team (this year nine people from three churches) visits have given the congregation and its leader-
ship hope and encouragement each year, demonstrating to them that there are caring and compassionate brothers 
and sisters in another country who love and care for them and who are willing to demonstrate their love and care 
through the giving of funds, time, and talents. 
 
Our congregation has been supporting this mission effort for six years.  In 2009, funding in excess of $2900 was pro-
vided through your generous contributions to and support of the annual church yard sale.  The bulk of our funds were 
used to insure that in 2010 free medical services will be provided to needy community residents.  $1800 will be used to 
pay the salary of a doctor (for an entire year!!!) who will be at the church clinic three days a week to provide weekly 
exams and medical care for fifty to sixty people.  Additional funds were left to purchase medicine, baby formula, and 
needed equipment for the patients and clinic staff.   The remainder of the funds from our church will be used for com-
munity youth basketball and soccer programs under the supervision of one of the Sandino church members who has a 
passion for outreach and youth sports. 
 
Real people with real hurts are being provided real help through your generosity.  Thank you for supporting the Nicara-
guan Christmas project ɂ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ȰÍÁËÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȱȦ 
 
Please continue to support this project and consider the possibility of being a part of the 2010 mission team  this Christ-
mas. 
 
Richard Barnard       
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             share God joyfully 
Ȱ) ×ÁÓ ÈÕÎÇÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÇÁÖÅ -Å ÆÏÏÄȡ ) ×ÁÓ ÔÈÉÒÓÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÇÁÖÅ 
Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and 
ÙÏÕ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÄ -ÅȠ ) ×ÁÓ ÓÉÃË ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ -Åȣȱ [Matthew 
25:38]. 

The prayer had been written.  Pastor Steve had written it.  The prayer was read.  Pastor Steve read it so that all in both 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÅÁÒȢ  -ÉÎÄÓ ËÎÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÔÁÓÔÒÏÐÈÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȠ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ 
ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢȱ  *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ &ÅÎÔÏÎ ÌÅÁÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÓÐÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÈÁÄ ×ÈÉÓÐÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÓÔÉÌÌȟ 
ÓÍÁÌÌ ÖÏÉÃÅȟ Ȱ,ÅÔȭÓ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÈÉÌÉ ÃÏÏË-ÏÆÆ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ (ÁÉÔÉȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÓÐÏËÅȠ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÂÁÌÉÚÅÄȠ ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï 

weeks later, the dream became a reality. 
 
Within the first half hour, more than one hundred church and community 
members had sampled the chilies and desserts made by those men and 
×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÈÏȟ ÌÉËÅ *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȟ Ȱ) ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐȢ  7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ 
ÒÁÉÓÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ ɍÔÒÁÇÅÄÙ ÈÁÓ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄɎ ÉÎ (ÁÉÔÉȢȱ  !ÎÄ 
when the evening ended well after the suggested 7 pmj, First Church and the 
Williamstown community had raised $1,471.25.  The money will be sent to UM-
COR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), which will channel 100% of the 
donations to numerous projects designed to help those in Haiti suffering and 
seeking hope following the devastating 7.0 earthquake.  Fourteen traditional 

tomato-based chilies were shared with the tasters along with nine alternative ɂ white, chicken, venison, etc. ɂ chilies 
ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÓÅÒÔÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÁÂÌÅÓȢ  Ȱ#ÁÒÒÏÎ ËÎÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ) ÔÁËÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÐÒÉÄÅ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÃÈÉÌÉ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÅÄ ) ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔȟȱ 
'ÁÒÙ 7ÉÌÆÏÎÇ ÓÁÉÄ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅȢ  Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ (ÁÉÔÉȢȱ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ 
entry fee, and the cost of admission was a free-will offering contributed by those who came to sample and then vote 
for their favorite dessert and their favorite chili ɂ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ $ÁÖÉÄ &ÅÎÔÏÎȭÓ ÃÈÉÐÏÔÌÅ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎ ÃÈÏ×ÄÅÒ ɂ in 
each of the two categories. 
 
!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 3ÔÅÖÅȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΏΣΡȟΡΡΡ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎ-church donations.  People 
really came out for this, and I think this was a good way for us to join together as a congregation and community to 
ÈÅÌÐ (ÁÉÔÉȢ  4ÈÅ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÓÅÒÔÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÕÎ ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȢȱ 

Although organized by the Hospitality Team, the cook-ÏÆÆ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÌÁÂÏÒ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ȰÓÅÒÖÅ 
ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄȟȱ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ-wide activity that filled the Multipurpose Room with much 
laughter; feelings of doing something to help others; fellowship with friends and faces never seen in First Church be-
ÆÏÒÅȠ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÌÉËÅȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÕÎȠ ÃÁÎ ×Å ÄÏ ÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ×ÅÅËȩȱ 
 
Those attending, signed a large copy of the prayer for Haiti and readily signed up to participate in a week-long prayer 

vigil for everyone in Haiti including not only the Haitians but also the doctors, 
nurses, rescuers ɂ man and dog ɂ and those mourning the loss of friends, 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȢ 
 
UMCOR is providing emergency grants to the Methodist Church in Haiti and 
GlobalMedic to provide clean drinking water, treatment for severe diarrhea, 
and medical attention to those in need.  The non-profit organization is also 
ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ-ÅÄÉÃȭÓ ÄÅÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÁÍÅÄÉÃÓȟ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÉÁÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
doctors to minister to the sick and injured.   
 
(pictures shown here and on page 12 were taken by Baoru Ma) 

   chili cook -off raises $1,471.25 for Haiti  

     Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÆÕÎȠ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ×ÅÅËȦȱ 


