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On September 
26, we began 
distributing cop-
ies of John Ed 
Mathison’s 
Treasures of the 
Transformed 
Life.  The book is 
a 40-day study 
that shows us what we’re really thirsty for — and 
how to satisfy that thirst.  It is hoped, by now, you’ve 
started diving in. 
 
You could go about this study in one of several ways.  
First, you could ignore it.  You could allow that book 
to gather dust on your nightstand and figure that 
you’ll get the main points by hearing Pastor Steve’s 
sermons and listening to the discussions in Sunday 
school. 
 
You could read the entire week’s lessons in one sit-
ting, maybe even on Saturday night or early Sunday 
morning.  That way, you 
figure, you could catch up 
and still know what every-
body is talking about. 
 
Or, you could set aside a 
little bit of time each day 

for going over the daily readings and prayerfully con-
sidering the answers to the probing questions.  You 
could allow God to speak to both your heart and your 
mind.  You could openly discuss what you’re learning 
in your small group, and you could gain from the   
insights of others as you find yourself sharing in     
humility, as well. 
 
Really, the choice is yours.  This isn’t school, after all, 
with someone looking over your shoulder and grad-
ing you on your level of participation. 
 
You could look at this as simply one more thing to do 

in your already-busy schedule, or you could see 
it as the chance of a lifetime to press in and 
know God as you’ve never know Him before. 
 

E. Stanley Jones said once that, “Life in our 
hands is life on our hands — a problem.  
Life in the hands of Jesus is no longer a 
problem; it is a possibility.” 

 
So what’s the greatest of possibilities today?  
 
 Are you ready to dive in — even if it feels like 
you’re in over your head — and allow God to 
help you swim? 
 

— by Pastor Steve and Joe Webb 

 dive in!  

  feeling a little  THIRSTY? 

“making disciples...making a difference” 
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Shoebox Stuffing Party! 
November 14 — 10 am 

 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to  children 
in desperate situations worldwide through gift-filled             
shoeboxes and the Good News of God’s love.  A shoebox 
filled with small toys and other gifts can open hurting 
hearts to God’s love.  Please pray that God will touch the 
heart of every child who receives a gift box. 
 
We hope to receive lots of goodies to pack our boxes    
with, and we need your help to do it!  Children and their 
families are invited to join us for donuts in the MPR be-
tween services on Sunday, November 14, and stay to fill a 
box or two for a  needy child.  Our boxes will be delivered 
for mailing during the following week. 
 

 
If you wish to 
donate items 
to help fill the 
shoeboxes, 
please bring 
them to the 
church office 
by Monday,                 
November 8.  
All items 
must be able 
to fit into a 

shoebox.  Please do not include liquid and/or chocolate 
products.  Small toys are great, but please make sure that 
they are not violence and/or war/fighting related.   
                                        ɂ by Kianna Anderson     

          

 Fully  

      Rely  

      On  

      God 

Leap Ahead Learning Center has sixty-five chil-

dren who are growing spiritually and academically every 
day.  Our ten teachers Fully Rely On God to guide them as 
they share their time, talents, and hearts with the children 
in their classes. 
 
Children’s Ministry encourages you to adopt a child.  
Choose a child’s name from the display in the parking lot 

lobby and PRAY!  Pray that the child will be safe and 

successful in the time that he or she shares with us , and 
pray that the teachers will hear and use God’s words to 
guide the little ones on this amazing journey!   
 
If you would like to help support this wonderful program, 
donations are welcome.  Just make the check payable to 
FUMC, and put LALC on the memo line.  Thank you so 
much for your continued support of Children’s Ministry.     
                                                                       ɂ by Kianna Anderson   

Jump for Jesus and 
 Pray for the Kids!  

MAXIMUM IMPACT...MAXIMUM FUN…

MAXIMUM BIBLE EXPLORATION! 
Children’s ministry is offering a brand new, exciting               
Sunday school curriculum for ages Pre-K thru sixth 
grade.  Week after week, you’ll see your children 
open their  Bibles...experience God’s Word...and 
grow in their faith with this elementary, multi-age 
program.  Kids will get  MAXimum relationship-
building and worship with large-group enthusiasm 
and small-group relationships!  The children will get  

both along with lively skits, top-notch worship vid-
eos, creative activities, and fun games.  Each lesson 
focuses on getting into the Bible and then respond-
ing to God through creative worship experiences.  
AND your children will get MAXimum Bible learning 
that they will love!  These Bible lessons do more than 
entertain.  Children dive into their Bibles each week, 
week after week!  And HANDS-ON BIBLE MAX is the 
only Bible exploration curriculum that coordinates 
with the award-winning HANDS-ON BIBLE each and 
every lesson.  You don’t want to miss it!  
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On Sunday, October 24, at 7 pm, 
Heather Blecher, with Jews for 
Jesus, will return to First Church 
to celebrate the Festival of 
Booths with the congregation. 
 
This Feast, also called the 

Feast of Booths, 

is ordained in the Old Testament and was designed to re-
mind the Israelites of God’s provision in 
their forty years of wanderings through the 
desert.  It is also referred to as the Feast of 
Tabernacles, the Feast of Ingathering, or 
Succoth.  It is celebrated at the end of the 
harvest, and thus represents God’s past 
provision in the wilderness and His current 
provision with the current harvest.   
 
In contrast to Yom Kippur or Day of Atone-
ment that is observed five days earlier with 
solemnity and fasting, the Feast of Taberna-
cles is held with feasting and celebration.  It 
is unique in that the people of Israel were 
to construct and live in temporary shelters, 
also called booths, during the week of the 
festival.  The English-language word taber-
nacle means a temporary or movable build-
ing or shelter.   
 
The Feast of Tabernacles was also known as 
the Feast of Ingathering because it occurs 
at the time of the major harvest of crops.  
An abundant harvest and living in tempo-
rary shelters are the two profoundly sym-
bolic themes of the festival.  As with all of 
the Holy Days of the Bible, the Feast of 
Booths has great and joyous significance to 
Christianity and is outlined in Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.   Among 
other primary elements of the Feast, the 
roof of the booth must leak and the wind 
must blow through it; and the people are to  
celebrate before the Lord using branches of 
green leaves.  The four branches are citrus, 
myrtle, palm, and willow and parallel the 
four seed/soil parables in Matthew 13: 3-9.  
The Feast falls on the 15th of Tishri and lasts 
for seven days with the 1st and 2nd days 
considered Sabbaths.     
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Newest FUMC outreach 

Pocket Prayer Quilts 
Matthew tells us that even if we have faith 
no bigger than a tiny mustard seed, we can 
“tell the mountain, ‘Move’; and it will move.  
In one of his recent sermons, Pastor Steve 
remarked that “When the heart believes it 
and the mind wants it, the hands will do it.”  
Twenty hands belonging to ten ladies cou-
pled with their hearts not only told the 
mountain to move but moved the mountain 
farther than they originally intended. 
 
Borrowing the idea from a member of the 
Florida Mission Team and his wife, these 
ladies not only made the originally re-
quested 350 pocket prayer quilts, lovingly 
named “quilties” by Jean Pickering, but 
made 395 in three weeks time with more capable of 
being made once additional wooden crosses arrive.   
 
The message on the “quilties” encourages people to 
share the gift of prayer with God and to unite First 
Church’s congregation as one in prayer for the 
church, Pastor Steve, its leaders, and all those 
whom we know and love.  Additional “quilties” are 
available for Pastor Steve to share when he visits 
funeral homes, hospitals, nursing homes, and shut-
ins as a reminder and comfort that, whatever the 
trying circumstance, each person is being under 
girded by prayer.  

 
QUILTIE MAKERS 

     Emma Jean Dobbins       Jean Pickering                     
     Judy Gates        Charlyn Schmidt 
     Rosemarie Goldsworthy      Sonja Tallman 
     Janet Hasty        Patty Templeton 
     Stefanie Nelson       Gloria Willard 
 
   Allen, Alisha, Liz, and Lauren Sexton (donated 
   crosses) 
 

ɂ photos by Stefanie Nelson 

Left to Right:  Judy Gates, Emma Jean Dobbins, and Charlyn Schmidt 

Left to Right:  Patty Templeton and Janet Hasty  
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CLOTHES CLOSET NEWS 
We helped several people find much-needed clothing 
during the September Clothes Closet.  We were blessed 
with many wonderful donations including men’s, 
women’s, and children’s jeans and lots of baby clothes.  
These items are among many of the most-needed by our 
patrons, and we had several people remark how grateful 
they were to find such clothing.   
 
We are anticipating a great October Clothes Closet and 
would appreciate donations of winter coats.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has and continues donating 
clothing; you are ȰÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ” in people’s lives.  

  ɂ by Amy Strobl 

The Clothes Closet, reflects the donations of many and is 
staffed by Pam Middleton and Amy Strobl.  Volunteers 
are always welcomed.                      ɂ photos by Cathy Engle  

 

help fill Hearts & Hands 

RED BAGS 
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Left to Right:  Carla Spencer, Art Stoveken, and Sonja Tallman scrambling eggs 
and cooking sausage for the Community Breakfast, which is offered free to the 
community the 3rd and 4th Saturdays of each month.  

Bob Welch washes dishes while Carla 
Spencer cooks the sausage for the 
Community Breakfast. 

Left to Right:  Bob Tallman, Marilyn Croucher, and Shirley 
Stoveken prepare to serve the Community Breakfast of scram-
bled eggs, pancakes, sausage, biscuits, and sausage gravy to 
approximately sixty plus community members.  

outreach missions 

Community Breakfast & 
Food Pantry 

Patty Templeton and Emma Jean Dobbins continue 
packing boxes at the local food pantry with essential 
food items such a bread, canned vegetables, cereal, etc. 
for approximately seventy to eight local families. 

ɂ photos by Cathy Engle 



                    

                 OCTOBER ACOLYTES 
       9 am Blended Service 
       October 3:      Isabelle Erb    
       October 10:   Caleb Young  
       October 17:    Kaylin Burge 
       October 24:  Abby Stoveken 

          11 am Traditional Service 
       October 3:     Corey McClung 

       October 10:   Luke Nelson 

       October 17:    Jillian Leo 

       October 24:   Emily Pickering 

         October 31:   Allison Pickering 

                         OCTOBER USHERS 
     9 am BLENDED SERVICE 
 Brian & Fred Burge 
 Steve Bodnar 

       11 am TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
 October 3 
 Wes Clarke, Gene Duncan, Karen  
                Fenton  (WA) (helpers requested) 

 October 10 
 Rex Bush, Ken Cox, Chris Henderhan, 
 Jim Schmidt, Bob Woodford 

 October 17 
 Fred Dearman, Wayne King, Jeff & Pam 
 Middleton, Charles Pickens, Warren Epperly 
 (WA) 

 October 24  
 Rick Blauvelt, Larry & Marilyn Croucher, 
                Tim Sayer (helpers requested) 

 October 31 
 Wes Clarke, Gene Ducan, Karen 
 Fenton (WA) (helpers requested) 
                 (Contact Rex Bush to serve as an usher.) 

             BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
  October 1:     Gary & Carron Wilfong  

   October 2:     Mike Pyles, Chuck Watt, Art & Shirley

 Stoveken  

   October 3:     Ken Cox, Joshua Erb, Pat Pickens,                

 Vincent Post III 

   October 4:     Carrie & Josh Ankrom, Dean & Tammy 

 Bobbitt 

   October 6:     Prince, Danny & Shelley Ash  
   October 7:     Jaden Brooks, Michael Shaw, Curt Webb 

   October 8:     Esther Dehmlow, Jerry McCallister 

   October 9:     George Fenton, Gloria Hall, Charlyn 

 Schmidt  

  October 10:    Meredith Chambers, Dan Parks, Ally Pyles 

   October 11:    Kristi Smith 

   October 12:    Ellen Beyers, Charles & Eula Hardman 

   October 13:    June Buchanan, Craig Pyles, Chris &       

 Shannon Henderhand, Tom & Lorrie O’Donohue  

   October 14:    Pam Cannon 

   October 15:    Tammy Bobbitt 

   October 17:   Joe & Terry Shaw 

   October 18:   Grace Pool, Kevin Skiver 

   October 20:  Eric Erb 

  October 21:    Adam Kerns 

  October 22:   Bonnie Johnson, Neil Pickering 

  October 23:   Rick & Susan Blauvelt 

  October 24:   Heather Albertson, Brian Boley, Charlotte 

 Forsyth 

   October 25:  Cullen Cutright, Joe Shaw 

  October 26:  Mike & Kathy Albertson 

  October 29:  Dewayne & Ginnie Lowther  

   October 31:   Charles Pickens, Christina Webb 

                              SAY A PRAYER & 
                               SEND A CARD 
                        “I thank God upon every 
                                     remembrance of you.” 
                              [Philippians 1:3] 
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   OCTOBER GREETERS    
   9 am Blended Service 
    Marilyn Burge (CH) 
  Cathy Engle (PLH) 
  Ed Engle (PLD) 
                                  Elizabeth Sands (WA) 

  11 am Traditional Service 
  Randy Gray (WA) 
  Betty Hammett (PLH) 
  John Hammett (PLD) 
  Karen Nicewarner (CH) 
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         DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
     Praise Band Practice                               (Thurs, 8 am) 
     Community Walking                             (M-F, 8:30 am) 
     Leap Ahead Learning Center             (M-Thur, 9 am) 
     Wednesday Women’s Bible Study             (9:30 am) 
     Praise Band Vocals                                   (Fri, 4:30 pm) 
     IHS Youth Group                                    (Sun, 5:3o pm) 
     French Class                                   (Tues, Thurs, 6 pm)  
     Boy Scouts                                             (Mon, 6:30 pm) 
     Handbell Practice                                (Tues, 6:30 pm) 
     Choir Practice                                       (Wed, 6:30 pm) 
     Sisters Bible Study                                (Sun, 6:30 pm) 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
    OCTOBER 4:   Trustees (7 pm) 
                             Programs Ministry Meeting (7 pm) 
     OCTOBER 6:   Hospitality Ministry (6 pm) 
    OCTOBER 13:  Church Council (6:30 pm)   
    OCTOBER19:   Children’s Ministry Meeting (5 pm)     
     OCTOBER  16, 24: Community Breakfast (8 am) 
    OCTOBER 20:  Worship Team Meeting (5:30 pm) 
     OCTOBER 27:  Sarah Circle (7 pm) 
     OCTOBER 28:  Mary Martha Circle (1 pm) 
                                 Esther Ruth Circle (1:30 pm)    

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
     OCTOBER 1:  Senior Luncheon (12 pm) 
     OCTOBER 4, 18:  Girl Scout Troop 5522 (3 pm) 
     OCTOBER 7, 21:  Faithgirlz (3:30 pm) 
     OCTOBER 14, 21, 28:  Cub Scouts (6 pm) 
     OCTOBER 16, 24:  Community Breakfast (8 pm)  

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
     OCTOBER 2:   Williamstown Women’s Club (all-day) 
     OCTOBER 3:   Newcomer Tea (4 pm) 
     OCTOBER 7:  Evergreen Youth Violin (6 pm) 
     OCTOBER 9:  Henderhan/Morse Wedding &                     
                 Reception 
     OCTOBER 14:  Girl Scouts Leader Meeting (6:30 pm) 
     OCTOBER 16:  Flowers Party (12 pm) 
                               Anderson/Murphy Wedding (4:30 pm) 
     OCTOBER 21:  Soccer Club (7:30 pm) 
     OCTOBER 24:  Feast of the Tabernacles (7 pm) 
                                  Reception to Follow 
     OCTOBER 28:  Blood Drive (11 am) 

 

         FREE! 
  first Friday of the month 
               noon—MPR 
             

  
                    

                   YOUNG-AT-HEART 

      SENIOR LUNCHEON 
                      all food will be provided 
 

October 1, 2010 
November 5, 2010 
December 3, 2010 

January 7, 2011 
 

                                                                                                                     
 
Ȱ"Ù ÔÈÉÓȟ ÁÌÌ ÍÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ  
you are  My disciples, if you   
ÌÏÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢȱ   [John 13:35] 

 

Newcomer Tea 
Sunday, 

October 3, 2010 
4-5 pm 

Invitation  only 
 

Meet and talk with ministry leads 


