Lead with Grace

Give a flower    Eat lunch with someone new    listen with your heart    Visit a sick Friend    clean a neighbor’s walk          Offer hug    Give an unexpected gift    Make a new friend    Pick up litter     Say “Hello” 10 times today    Call a lonely person     Open a door    Help carry a load    Plant a Tree    Give a personal compliment    Buy someone’s meal    Cheer up a friend    Thank a teacher    Give blood    Read to a Child    Do one kind act every day    Leave a thank you note    Offer your seat    Tip generously    Be Tolerant    Let someone else go first    Bake cookies for a friend    Tutor a student    give a compliment    Pay the next driver’s toll    Lend a hand    Give a balloon to a child    Buy flowers for a someone    Offer a ride     Celebrate the day in prayer    Pray for a family member    Respect others    Encourage a child    Walk the dog     Do a favor    Forgive a mistake    Drive courteously    share a smile    Teach a Child a Game     Say “Thank You” at least 10 times     clean up a mess you did not make     Buy a friend a cup of coffee     Rake your neighbor’s leaves     Give a compliment about your waiter / waitress to his / her manager     Send someone a hand written note of thanks     Pick up some trash in the road     Buy an inspirational book for a friend     Smile a lot     Compliment a co-work for their excellence
“Don't wait for people to be kind; show them how.”
Lead with Grace
“Grace leaves you speechless”
"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus" [Philippians 2:3-4]
Fear of Grace
I’m the King! – I have rights that need to be protected
Cheap Grace – Discipleship is not comfortable or convenient, but costly.
Giving Grace is a Gamble – it leaves the giver exposed, vulnerable
n  Grace is never what is expected[dog-eat-dog]
We will forgive when we have been wronged, we will believe the best of others when we don't understand, we will comfort others because we have been comforted, and we will serve others before being served ourselves.

n  Grace doesn’t wait to be asked
It is good to give when asked, but it is better to give unasked, 
because you understand. -- Kahlil Gibran
n  Grace reflects the character of Jesus
Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of God's kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile. -- Mother Teresa
n  Grace cannot be stored, it overflows
Because God was so gracious, so very generous, here I am.

And I'm not about to let His grace go to waste. 1 Cor. 15:10
If someone were to pay you ten cents for every kind word you ever spoke and collect five cents for every unkind word, would you be rich or poor?

"Grace is love that cares and stoops and rescues." -John Stott
Some kindness ideas to think about:

Service: donate to a cause, as a holiday gift for your best friend.
Affection: be generous with hugs, kisses and pats on the back.
Laughter: clip cartoons, share funny stories.
Written note: send a ‘thank you’ note, write a letter to an old friend.
Compliment: a simple ‘you look great today’, a sincere ‘thank you for a wonderful meal’.
Listening: no interrupting, no daydreaming, no responding, just listening.
Solitude: spend some time in silence, help others spend some time in silence.

Grace Quotes

Kind words produce their own image in men's souls; and a beautiful image it is. They soothe and quiet and comfort the hearer. They shame him out of his sour, morose, unkind feelings. We have not yet begun to use kind words in such abundance as they ought to be used. ~ Blaise Pascal

All of us are born for a reason, but all of us don't discover why. Success in life has nothing to do with what you gain in life or accomplish for yourself. It's what you do for others. - Danny Thomas

Once you begin to acknowledge random acts of kindness--both the ones you have received and the ones you have given--you can no longer believe that what you do does not matter. Dawna Markova

How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong. Because someday in your life you will have been all of these. --  George Washington Carver

 When you carry out acts of kindness you get a wonderful feeling inside. It is as though something inside your body responds and says, yes, this is how I ought to feel. -- Harold Kushner

 It is well to give when asked, but it is better to give unasked, through understanding. -- Kahlil Gibran

 Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of God's kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile. -- Mother Teresa

 If someone were to pay you ten cents for every kind word you ever spoke and collect five cents for every unkind word, would you be rich or poor?

Helpful Websites

www.actsofkindness.org
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

First United Methodist Church

First United Methodist Church
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expected, asked, character, overflows
October 19, 2008
expected, asked, character, overflows

